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The Brandon 
Parade of Lights 
wrapped up its 
second year with 
a celebration and 
awards ceremony 
held Thursday, De-
cember 18, at The 
Regent in Riverview, 
recognizing parade 
participants, volun-
teers and communi-
ty partners following an-
other successful holiday 
event.

The annual parade 
drew an estimated 
10,000 spectators along 
its route and featured 
2,861 participants repre-
senting 115 floats, under-
scoring the rapid growth 
of the event in just its sec-
ond year.

Melissa Canfield, pa-
rade chairperson, used the ceremony to put 
those numbers into perspective.

“2,861. What is that? That is the amount 
of participants that we had this year in the 
parade,” Canfield said. “What does that con-
sist of? 112 floats.”

“Those entries included the parade’s grand 
marshal, 10 Tampa Bay News anchor Caitlin 
Lockerbie, along with five local high school 
marching bands, five local Gasparilla krew-
es, 38 local businesses and 24 local nonprof-

it organizations. Partic-
ipation also extended to 
the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office, Hills-
borough County Fire 
Department, county 
commissioners, school 
board members — in-
cluding the superinten-
dent — as well as local 
officials, beauty queens, 
dance studios and youth 

teams. The 
parade also 
f e a t u r e d 
h o l i d a y 
favor ites , 
including, 
of course, 
Santa and 
Mrs. Claus.”

Reflect-
ing on the 
scope of 

the event, 
C a n f i e l d 
added, “It’s 
a b s o l u t e l y 
amazing how 
many people 
were involved 
in this.”

Led by 
grand mar-
shal Caitlin 
Lockerbie of 
10 Tampa 

Bay News, the parade traveled from South 
Lakewood Drive along Oakfield Drive, cross-
ing Kings Avenue and ending at Vonderburg 
Drive. High school marching bands from 
Armwood, Bloomingdale, Brandon, New-
some and Riverview helped set the tone, 
while thousands of spectators lined the 
route to watch floats from businesses, non-
profits, performance groups and community 
organizations.

Awards were a major focus of the evening, 

By Brian Bokor

NEWSOME TAKES HOME BEST MARCHING 
BAND IN 2ND PARADE OF LIGHTS

Troop 665 of Lith-
ia participated in 
the annual Wreaths 
Across America 
observance at Bay 
Pines National Cem-
etery on Saturday, 
December 13. Rising 
before sun,the Boy 
Scouts dedicated 
their morning to a 
powerful ceremony 
of service and re-
membrance.

Upon arriving, the 
Scouts assisted with 
unloading wreaths 
from Wreaths Across 
America trucks and 
arranging boxes 
throughout the cem-
etery for volunteers. 

Once the event 
commenced, Troop 
665 members 
spread out across 
the grounds, plac-
ing wreaths at the 
gravesites of veterans. 
Each Scout paused 
to read the veteran’s 
name aloud before 
standing at attention 
and rendering a hand salute as 
a sign of respect.

Participation in the obser-
vance has become a longstand-
ing tradition for the troop.

“It is a yearly tradition that 
the troop does,” said Robert 
Teagle, Scoutmaster, Troop 
665. “We sell wreaths as a 
fundraiser, and it reminds the boys of the 
service members.”

Following the wreath placement, a cer-
emony was held to honor members of the 
United States Armed Forces. The Scouts 
joined members of the Civil Air Patrol in 
escorting both active duty and retired vet-
erans as wreaths were placed to represent 
each military branch. The final wreath was 
laid by the troop’s Senior Patrol Leader in 
honor of prisoners of war and those missing 
in action.

Bay Pines National Cemetery holds special 

significance due to 
its multi-genera-
tional history.

“There are vet-
erans buried here 
from World War I, 
World War II, Viet-
nam, and Korea,” 
Teagle stated. “It 
helps the Scouts 
understand not 
only the contribu-
tions of our current 
service members 
and veterans but 
also the sacrific-
es made by their 
families. This is a 
multi-generational 
cemetery.” 

Troop 665 has 
been participating 
in Wreaths Across 
America for about 
five years. Teagle 
mentioned that the 
experience leaves a 
lasting impression 
on the Scouts.

“They come 
away thankful for 
the service of the 
men and women 

who served,” Teagle said. 
“Bay Pines holds a very 
strict veteran ceremony, 
and it gives them perspec-
tive.”

Teagle said the event 
reflects the values empha-
sized within the troop.

“Respect, honor and 
service are core values we teach,” Teagle 
said. “This experience reinforces the im-
portance of remembering and honoring 
those who served.”

By Olivia Clark

A Scout from Troop 665 stands at attention after 
placing a wreath in honor of a veteran during the 

annual ceremony.

LITHIA BOY SCOUT TROOP 665 HONORS 
VETERANS AT BAY PINES CEMETERY

Hope for Her and PCAT each received $5,000 from the proceeds of the 
2nd Brandon Parade of Lights.
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Congressman Vern Buchanan announced the recipients of the 16th 
Congressional District Fire and Rescue and Emergency Medical

 Services (EMS) Awards. Sun City Center Emergency Squad received 
the Dedication and Professionalism Award. See Full Story On Page 26.

$40 OFF BRAKES
Includes Free Brake Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Only valid at Riverview, FL - Boyette location. 1/31/2024

1/31/2024

2/29/2024

2/29/2024

1/31/2026

1/31/2026

Story continued on Page 19
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Riverview’s St. Joseph’s 
Hospital-South has a new 
addition to its pet therapy 
program, but it’s not what 
you might think. Meet Bent-
ley, a 13-year-old chinchilla 
Persian male cat. Bentley 
provides pet therapy to pa-
tients, patients’ loved ones, 
visitors, medical staff, team 
members and others.

According to research 
from the UC (University of 
California) Davis School of 
Veterinary Medicine, 94 
percent of 
therapy an-
imals are 
dogs with 
the remain-
der as cats 
and other an-
imals.

Riverview’s 
Kathy Hofstad, Bentley’s handler and own-
er and a St. Joseph’s Hospital-South pet 
therapy volunteer, rescued Bentley eight 
years ago and had him certified in pet 
therapy in the fall of 2024. Hofstad said 
Bentley has the perfect temperament to be 
a therapy pet. Unlike most cats, Bentley is 
comfortable around a lot of people, doesn’t 
mind noise and is not bothered by an unfa-
miliar environment.

“He’s a sweet cat, loves attention, loves 
to get petted, he’s got dog-like qualities,” 
Hofstad said. “Bentley has a calm, inquisi-
tive disposition. He loves people. He’s just a 
‘chill cat,’ and that makes him a very good 
therapy pet.”

Bentley joins 11 dogs who are also pro-
viding pet therapy at St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal-South.

The hospital averages between 1,500-
2,100 contacts, or ‘touches,’ monthly be-
tween therapy pets and patients, patients’ 
loved ones, visitors, medical staff, team 
members and others.

“For patients, pet therapy is a feel-good, 
a comfort and makes them happy,” said 
Kim Wallace, St. Joseph’s Hospital-South’s 
volunteer manager, who oversees the hos-
pital’s pet therapy program.

For St. Joseph’s Hospital-South team 

members, pet therapy helps if they are hav-
ing a difficult day or encounter a particu-
larly sad situation at the hospital.

“Pet therapy cheers them up, rejuve-
nates them and makes the day at least a 
little bit better than it was,” Wallace said. 
“Pet therapy gives them a brief, nice respite 
and some relaxation, making them feel bet-
ter about what they’re doing. They can go 
back to caring for patients stronger than 
they were before.”

“For patients, visitors and team mem-
bers, our therapy pets are just a joy to be 
around,” Wallace said.

Located in Riverview, Florida, just south 
of Tampa, St. Joseph’s Hospital-South is a 
part of BayCare, the region’s largest aca-
demic health system. Offering a variety of 
amenities for patients and visitors, from 
wireless Internet access and flat-screen 
TVs in waiting rooms and theWaterside 
Café, open to the Riverview community.

St. Joseph’s Hospital- South is located at 
6901 Simmons Loop Riverview. For infor-
mation, https://baycare.org/.
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Staff Report

MOVE OVER, DOGS — BENTLEY THE 
CAT JOINS HOSPITAL THERAPY TEAM

The 47th annual Ruskin Veterans Day Parade steps off on Saturday, November 
8, at 11 a.m. along U.S. 41. For more information, visit www.southshorecham-

berofcommerce.org or contact the chamber at 813-645-1366. 

Pet therapy volunteer Kathy Hofstad with Bentley.

SHELL POINT MARINA• RUSKIN 

813-645-1313
WWW.SHELLPOINTMARINA.COM 

DRY AND WET STORAGE AVAILABLE 
LARGE DIY SERVICE YARD• 35 TON TRAVEL LIFT 

The streets of 
Ruskin will be lined 
with flags, families, 
and heartfelt grati-
tude as the 47th an-
nual Ruskin Veterans 
Day Parade steps off 
on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, at 11 a.m. along 
U.S. 41.

This year’s parade 
promises to be one 
of the most memora-
ble yet, with a deeply 
inspiring local hero 
serving as grand mar-
shal.

Lance Corporal 
John ‘JT’ Doody, USMC 
(retired), a SouthShore 
resident, has been se-
lected as the 2025 
grand marshal. Doody, who was critically 
injured while serving in Iraq, has become 
a symbol of resilience and hope within 
the community.

Born in Denver, Colorado, JT joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps in 2006. He was de-
ployed to Fallujah in early 2007, where he 
was shot just days after his 24th birth-
day. While recovering from his injuries, 
JT suffered an anoxic brain injury due to 
complications from a heart infection, re-
sulting in blindness and quadriplegia.

Despite overwhelming challenges, JT 
continues to engage in physical, art and 
music therapy and remains an active and 
beloved member of the SouthShore com-
munity. Parade organizers said choosing 
him as grand marshal is a tribute not 
only to his service but also to his endur-
ing spirit.

“JT is the embodiment of courage and 
perseverance,” said Sherell Barnes of the 
Greater SouthShore Chamber of Com-
merce. “Having him lead this year’s pa-

rade is a powerful 
reminder of why this 
day matters.”

“This parade is 
about honoring our 
veterans — and 
showing up mat-
ters,” Barnes add-
ed. “Whether you’re 
waving a flag, clap-
ping from the curb 
or simply standing 
in silence, your pres-
ence sends a power-
ful message of ap-
preciation.”

Local businesses, 
schools, marching 
bands, krewes, civic 
groups and veterans’ 
organizations will 
all be participating, 

with many already hard at work prepar-
ing a showcase of patriotism and pride.

Thanks to the generous backing of Mili-
tary Family Support, this year’s event will 
go forward as planned despite increasing 
security and operational costs. The pre-
senting sponsor’s contribution ensures 
the community can continue to celebrate 
this tradition without financial burden 
falling on the participants or the cham-
ber.

“Military Family Support has made it 
possible for us to put on a high-quali-
ty, meaningful parade that truly honors 
those who have served,” said Barnes.

Any remaining funds after event ex-
penses will be donated to a local military 
organization.

Spectators are encouraged to arrive at 
the Ruskin Veterans Day Parade early to 
claim their viewing spot.

For more information, visit www.
southshorechamberofcommerce.org or 
contact the chamber at 813-645-1366.

Staff Report

COMMUNITY SET TO HONOR HEROES 
AT 47TH ANNUAL RUSKIN 
VETERANS DAY PARADE

Lance Corporal John ‘JT’ Doody, USMC 
(retired), a SouthShore resident, has been se-
lected as the 2025 grand marshal of the 47th 

annual Ruskin Veterans Day Parade.

See Our Ad On PageSee Our Ad On Page Ph: 813-657-2418   
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Cardinal Roof-
ing is a roof-
ing contractor 
company built 
on customer 
referrals and 
an honest work 
ethic. Its quality 
craftsmanship 
and small-town 
service are at 
the core of its 
business, which 
it has been pro-
viding for 30 
years.

“We are here 
to stay, heavily in-
volved in our com-
munity and provide 
our customers with 
honest, a�ordable 
roofing services,” 
said co-owner Brid-
get Wilson.

Cardinal roofing 
was started by Wil-
son’s father, Roger, 
in 1995. He grew up learning roofing from 
his father, James Harrison Jenkins.

“He learned with his five brothers, who 
all had at least one son,” Wilson said. “My 
father only had two daughters, and the sto-
ry goes. When I was born, my mother was 
worried my dad would be disappointed that 
as I wasn’t a boy. My father’s response was, 
‘There is nothing I can’t do with my daugh-
ters that my brothers can do with their 
sons.’ My sister and I both proved the point. 
I am the president of Cardinal Roofing, and 
my sister has her own medical clinic, Trinity 
Wellness on Lithia Pinecrest.”

Cardinal Roofing started as a second-gen-
eration contractor company and is now 
third generation.

“It’s available for my own children, if they 
wish, but first they have to pursue their own 
dreams before making the decision if this is 
the future they want for themselves,” Wil-
son said. “It’s the same courtesy my parents 
gave to me and my sister.

What makes Cardinal Roofing di�erent 
from other roofing companies in the area 
is that it is completely transparent with its 

customers.
“Our price is 

our price,” Wilson 
said. “We don’t do 
add on pricing to 
make our prices 
seem lower than 
they are.”

Cardinal Roof-
ing has been a 
part of the Bran-
don community 
for 30 years.

“We are proud 
of our business 

and honest to a fault,” 
Wilson said. “We sup-
port our community 
and invest in our vet-
erans and students of 
our area. We treat ev-
eryone as if they were 
family and give real 
advice, and we don’t 
take advantage of any-
one. We educate our 
customers and take 
the fear out of roofing, 

which is not common knowledge for most 
people.”

Keeping things local is especially import-
ant to Wilson and the team at Cardinal Roof-
ing.

“Our community is the center of my 
heart,” Wilson said. “I do most of my shop-
ping and purchases with local businesses 
just like mine. Going to The Green Boutique, 
using JF Kicks for events and just keeping 
our money within the local area is very im-
portant to me.”

If you would like to learn more about Car-
dinal Roofing or its services, you can visit its 
website at www.cardinalroofingfl.com or 
call 813-689-7663. Its o�ce is located at 
1312 Orangewalk Dr. in Brandon.

By Libby Hopkins

CARDINAL ROOFING: 30 YEARS OF 
HONEST, FAMILY-RUN LOCAL COMPANY
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A partnership built on compassion, 
commitment and community reached a 
milestone this week as A Kid’s Place an-
nounced a final gift of $300,000 from the 
Lazydays Employee Foundation, bringing 
the employees’ total support over 16 years 
to an extraordinary $1.4 million.

A Kid’s Place, which opened in 2009 as 
a unique residential foster care commu-
nity designed to keep siblings together, 
has been supported by Lazydays since the 
project’s earliest days. Even before the first 
home was built, employees of Lazydays RV 
pledged to sponsor one of the five hous-
es on the new campus. Through voluntary 
payroll deductions and internal fundraisers, 
they raised $350,000 to build the Lazydays 
House, a warm, family-style home that has 
since sheltered hundreds of brothers and sis-
ters during some of the hardest moments of 
their young lives.

In November, A Kid’s Place leaders gath-
ered with members of the Lazydays Employ-
ee Foundation to accept the foundation’s 
final donation — funds that will help com-
plete a new activity center where children 
will be able to play, learn, gather and heal 
together. The gift, sta� said, will ensure the 
space becomes a joyful centerpiece on the 
nonprofit’s 5-acre, cul-de-sac-style campus.

In addition to their 
financial support, La-
zydays employees de-
livered snacks, essen-
tials and gifts for the 
children — another 
example of the hands-
on generosity that has 
defined the partner-
ship.

During the presen-
tation, Dana 
Philp, inaugu-
ral president 
of the Lazy-
days Employee 
Fo u n d at i o n , 
shared a quote 
from Lazydays 

RV co-founder Don Wallace that captured 
the emotion of the moment: “To make a 
rope, it takes a lot of individual strings.”

Though Wallace could not attend, his 
words reflected the spirit of a foundation 
built entirely by employees — run by vol-
unteers, funded by sta� payroll deductions 
and fueled by a shared desire to change chil-
dren’s lives. Since forming their nonprofit in 
2005, Lazydays employees have worked to 
ensure every dollar raised goes directly to-
ward helping at-risk youth.

Since opening, A Kid’s Place has cared for 
more than 150 abused, neglected and un-
derprivileged children. It remains the only 
facility in Hillsborough County designed 
to keep siblings together, with each home 
sta�ed by live-in house parents who provide 
stability and love during an otherwise trau-
matic time.

As A Kid’s Place prepares to open its 
new activity center, the organization said 
this final gift from the Lazydays Employee 
Foundation is more than a donation — it is 
a legacy.

For more information about A Kid’s Place, 
visit https://akidsplacetb.org/.

Sta� Report

Representatives from the Lazydays Employee 
Foundation present $300,000  to A Kid’s Place.

LAZYDAYS EMPLOYEE FOUNDATION 
GIVES $300,000 GIFT TO 

A KID’S PLACE ACTIVITY CENTER

Volunteers help bring the ancient city to life during Walk �ru Bethlehem, 
held December 11–14, where more than 200 helpers each night guide guests 

through the immersive holiday experience. Even after reservations �lled 
within 24 hours, organizers continued the tradition of welcoming walk-ups so 
no one misses the chance to enjoy Brutus the camel, warm hospitality and the 

retelling of the Christmas story. See full story on Page 18.

Cardinal Roo�ng is a third-generation roo�ng contractor 
company built on customer referrals and an honest work eth-
ic. It has been a part of the Brandon community for 30 years.

deck the 
table with 
desserts
Host effortlessly and 
wow your guests with 
a curated holiday 
dessert tablescape.

Scan our QR 
code to see 
our options!

Edible Arrangements Valrico:
3455 Lithia Pinecrest Rd
Valrico, FL 33596
656-500-6505

In-Store Only Promotion. Price and availability subject 
to change by location. 2025 Edible® IP,LLC. All Rights 

Reserved. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, and the Fruit 
Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.

PERFECT 
FOR HOLIDAY

EVENTS

See Page 5See Page 5
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Mann Middle 
School opened 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
County Public 
Schools’ first 
braille collection 
with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. 

Mann Middle 
School Princi-
pal Brad Brooks 
greeted everyone 
in attendance and 
shared that the 
new collection is 
something the district and school are proud 
of.

“We worked very, very hard to get a grant 
that we were able to utilize to purchase 
these books for our students. It’s a small 
population — its 14 — but each one of these 
kids now have an opportunity to come in to 
a media center, check out books and, just 
as any other student, look for a book, find 
a book of their choice, go to the checkout, 
check it out, take it home, read and get it 
back on time — or late,” Brooks said.

Mann Middle School seventh grade stu-
dent Aniyah Purvis spoke on behalf of the 
visually impaired students.

“I would like to speak on behalf of all stu-
dents here who are visually impaired. Liter-
acy skills are equally important to students 
who use alternate mediums, such as large 
print and braille. We are incredibly grate-
ful to be in a setting where everyone feels 
and takes responsibility for our access. It is 
amazing for each of us to be able to come 
to our school’s media center and check out 
books from a variety of genres, just like our 

peers,” Ani-
yah said.

For each 
of the vi-
sually im-
paired stu-
dents at 
Mann, the 
braille col-
lection is a 
tremendous 
gift.

“For me 
personally, 
the impact 

of having braille books is huge. When you 
are listening to an audible book, that’s fine. 
But I love having a good braille book in my 
hands so I can read and enjoy … but also 
learn and understand sentence structure,” 
Aniyah said.

Brooks and Aniyah gave special thanks to 
Kim Ledford and Nicollette Dewsbury, and 
both said they are excited for the current 
visually impaired students and the students 
that will be coming to Mann Middle School 
for years to come. 

Mann Middle School is located at 409 E. 
Jersey Ave. in Brandon. Call 813-744-8400 
or visit www.hillsboroughschools.org/o/
mann.

Ph: 813-657-2418   
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By Jane Owen

DISTRICT OPENS FIRST BRAILLE 
COLLECTION AT MANN MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Kathy Godwin and 
her siblings, Carol 
Miltner and Robert 
Friederich, poured 
months of time into 
learning, reconstruct-
ing, and preserving 
the legacy of their 
late father, Col. Lam-
bert P. Friederich, a 
decorated World War 
II officer.

Lambert, born on 
September 18, 1922, 
entered the U.S. Army 
on February 11, 1943, 
at Camp Blanding 
in Starke, commis-
sioned as an officer 
in Company E, 2nd 
Battalion, 30th In-
fantry Regiment, 3rd 
Infantry Division. In 
a rare family legacy, 
Lambert actually served 
in the same historic unit as 
his own father, Lambert A. 
Friederich, who served in 
World War I.

The 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion fought relentlessly 
throughout a number of 
battles and operations, 
including Operation Dra-
goon, the Vosges Moun-
tains, Rhineland and the Ardennes-Alsace 
Campaign. For their fearsome reputation, 
enemies called them the “Blue and White 
Devils,” after their insignia’s colors.

Lampert’s battalion also participated in 
the liberation of the Augsburg-Pfersee sub-
camp of Dachau in 1945, where brutal med-
ical experiments were being conducted. One 
prisoner was so grateful that they made a 
portrait of Lambert.

“Everything that I have has actually either 
come from the 30th Infantry or a book that 

was written — this 
is how I first learned 
the information; it 
was 10 years ago,” 
said Godwin.

Godwin called the 
30th Infantry, who 
told her to first read 
the book to learn her 
father’s war history. 
Afterward, they fur-
ther explained the 
history.

“The history is real-
ly hard to follow, and I 
wanted to make sure 
that whatever I gave 
to anybody, I wanted 
my documentation to 
be exactly 100 per-
cent correct,” said 
Godwin.

For his dedication 
to his country, Lam-

bert was highly decorated, 
having received a Bronze 
Star Medal and Purple 
Heart, to name a few.

A graduate of H.B. Plant 
High School and an active 
ROTC member, Lambert 
achieved his dream of be-
coming a Florida Gator. He 
later moved to Brandon 
in the early 1960s. There, 

Godwin said, he founded Brandon Insurance 
Agency, the first local insurance office; was 
a president of the chamber of commerce; 
helped fight to have the Brandon Regional 
Hospital built; was a mayor of Brandon; and 
helped create the Rotary Club of Brandon 
and the Brandon ’86 Rotary Club.

To preserve his great legacy, Godwin 
donated her father’s documentation and 
personal materials to the WWII Veterans 
History Project, which is located at 4327 S. 
Hwy. 27, Ste. 139, in Clermont.

 By Taylor Wells

Col. Lambert P. Friederich’s documentation 
and personal materials on display at the WWII 

Veterans History Project, donated by Kathy 
Godwin, one of his daughters.

HOW A DECORATED WWII VETERAN 
SHAPED BRANDON’S EARLY GROWTH: 

THE STORY OF COL. FRIEDERICH

Mann Middle School opened Hillsborough County Public Schools’ first braille collection.
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We have thoroughly enjoyed our relationship with the Osprey Observer over the years!
They are not only professional but friendly and caring. We are a small independent restaurant 
and you don’t always get the ‘best’ service from some of the big vendors anymore. The Osprey’s 
Melissa Hartmann treats us like we are her biggest client all the while treating us like friends she 
cares about.Our advertising is always on point and current and brings current and new customers 
into our door.	DAHLIA FERNANDEZ, Owner – La Séptima Cafe

Canine Cabana has been partnering with the Osprey Observer since 2008. We love that they 
promote positive news from our community. We have done several articles highlighting new 
services, team members and Canine Cabana accomplishments over the past 15 years. 
We will continue to advertise and partner with the Osprey Observer. Thank you for the past 15 
years of amazing customer service and positive news.
ANGIE PICKREN, Owner – Canine Cabana

TGH Imaging, formerly Tower Radiology, has advertised with the Osprey Observer for over 
15 years, and it continues to be one of our best-performing local print ads for lead generation. 
Kerrie Hoening consistently exceeds our expectations as a valued business partner and 
continues to meet the needs of our deadline-driven industry. Reaching the community in a way 
that feels authentic, useful and professional is an essential component of our business. We 
hope to continue working with the Osprey Observer for many more years.
BRITTANY FLOOD, Senior Marketing Manager – TGH Imaging

Read What Our Clients Say About The Osprey Observer

Supporting Local Chambers

Award Winner

Community 
Service Award

Winner
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Growth in and 
around the Waterset 
community in Apollo 
Beach has exploded 
over the past decade, 
with much of this 
progress focused on 
residential neighbor-
hoods, particularly 
locations south of Big 
Bend Road. The Yard 
at Waterset, located 
on Paseo Al Mar Blvd 
b e t w e e n 
US 41 and 
W a t e r -
set Blvd, 
f o c u s e s 
on bring-
ing much 
n e e d e d 
new retail 
options to 
the area 
providing a 
gathering 
spot for locals as well as building a sense of 
community among Waterset businesses and 
residents. (photo The Yard at Waterset)

Currently, the blossoming development 
has five tenants open in Planet Smoothie, 
Wingstop, Crunch Fitness, The Learning 
Experience, and Pet Paradise with plans 
showing a variety of new options coming 
soon mixing a blend of dining options with 
health related and financial services. More 
additions coming with Phase 2 delivery ad-
vertised for 4th quarter 2025. 

The Citizen at Waterset, with 236 units, 
and Ridley at Waterset, with 400, offer 
ample rental opportunies within walking 
distance of The Yard. Local businesses, like 
the recently opened Planet Smoothie, wel-
come occupants of both complexes as well 
as folks using the gym, daycare, or pet sit-
ting services to stop by and try what they 
have to offer. Building that kind of relation-
ship between residents and local businesses 
is exactly what Owners in The Yard hope to 

achieve.
Jason and Jenni-

fer Babinec, Own-
er-operators of Plan-
et Smoothie Apollo 
Beach and residents 
of Waterset since 
2018, opted to open 
their business in The 
Yard for that specif-
ic reason, in order 
to give back to their 
community. Fran-

chise op-
portuni-
ties were 
available 
in Bra-
denton , 
Clearwa-
ter and 
Ta m p a , 
but the 
c o u p l e 
passed , 
s ay i n g , 

“It was important to open here (Waterset), 
because we really wanted to be part of our 
community and support the area in which 
we chose to live”. You get a sense that it is 
not all about profit with these Owners; it is 
about wanting to serve the community and 
offer people who live nearby more options 
without the need to travel miles.

The Babinec’s informed me a majority of 
Owners they know in The Yard are local res-
idents who share the same sense of shared 
responsibility in providing a wonderful ex-
perience to all future customers who visit. 
Most employees at Planet Smoothie attend 
or have attended East Bay High or Lennard 
High helping further promote the sense 
of community Jennifer and Jason hope to 
achieve.

Opened less than a month, Jennifer was 
excited to announce they were “serving over 
100 customers a day with several regulars 
already coming in to order their favorites!” 

By Brian Bokor

THE YARD AT WATERSET TO OFFER NEW 
HOUSING, RETAIL, AND DINING OPTIONS

SHELL POINT MARINA• RUSKIN 

813-645-1313
WWW.SHELLPOINTMARINA.COM 

DRY AND WET STORAGE AVAILABLE 
LARGE DIY SERVICE YARD• 35 TON TRAVEL LIFT 

In a heart-
warming dis-
play of com-
munity spirit, 
100 Women 
Who Care Riv-
e rv i ew/F i sh -
Hawk achieved 
a remarkable 
milestone in 
December: col-
lectively do-
nating over 
$100,000 to 
local chari-
ties since its 
founding. The 
group, dedicated 
to improving lives 
in the Riverview 
and FishHawk 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
celebrated this 
achievement by 
selecting the Kiwanis Club of Brandon as 
the recipient of their December donation.

For those unfamiliar with the initia-
tive, 100 Women Who Care is a simple 
but powerful concept: women from the 
area gather four times a year, each con-
tributing $100. At each meeting, three 
local charities are nominated, and after 
brief presentations, one is selected to re-
ceive the collective donations. With 100 
women in the group, that’s $10,000 per 
meeting, with the potential to make a sig-
nificant impact on local causes.

The Kiwanis Club of Brandon was cho-
sen in December for its ongoing work 
with local youth, including its weekly 
backpack feeding program, support of 
scholarships and community service 
projects. Its mission aligns with the core 
values of the group, making Kiwanis a 
perfect recipient for this milestone con-
tribution.

“Reaching the $100,000 mark is not 
just a number—it’s a testament to the 
power of women coming together with 
a shared purpose,” said Debbie Matice, a 
member of 100 Women Who Care Riv-
erview/FishHawk. “This milestone shows 

what can be 
accomplished 
when we all 
pool our re-
sources and 
make a dif-
ference in the 
lives of those 
around us.”

The Kiwanis 
Club of Bran-
don was deeply 
grateful for the 
generous dona-
tion, which will 
help fund their 

continued efforts 
in supporting the 
community’s youth. 
“This donation will 
make a real differ-
ence in the lives 
of so many young 
people in our com-

munity,” said Lynn Langowski, member 
of the Kiwanis Club. “It’s inspiring to see 
how local women are using their collec-
tive power to create positive change.”

Since its inception in October 2018, 25 
local non profit organizations have re-
ceived donations. Additionally, the Shultz 
Family Foundation offers a 50% match-
ing grant up to $5,000 each quarter in a 
special partnership with registered 100 
Women Who Care organizations. 

100 Women Who Care Riverview/Fish-
Hawk meets quarterly. The next meet-
ing will be held Wednesday, March 12, 6 
p.m. at Vine Vegan restaurant located at 
2080 Badlands Dr, Brandon, FL 33511. 
Find 100 Women Riverview/FishHawk 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/100WWCRiverviewFishHawk.

By Marie Gilmore

At its December meeting, 100 Women Who Care Riverview/
FishHawk donated to Kiwanis Club of Brandon bringing its 

total contributions to charity since 2018 to $100,000.

100 WOMEN WHO CARE RIVERVIEW/
FISHHAWK REACHES $100,000 

MILESTONE IN CHARITY DONATIONS

Jason and Jennifer Babinec, owner-operators of 
Planet Smoothie Apollo Beach and team.
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The Hillsborough County Hiking Spree will run through Wednes-
day, April 30 and includes 22 trails in 21 parks.  To register, visit 

www.hcfl.gov/hikingspree. See full story on Page 17.

60
%OFF

LAST CHANCE!

WATERPROOF FLOORS
SELECTED FLOORS

*

*

!
Sale Up To

See Our Ad On Page

New Year New Vanities!
   Save 10% Today!

32

Story Continued on Page 21.....

2026 Rate Card & Media Kit

Award Winner


